
/endings

YEAR

9

YEAR

11

Exams and 
Post – 16

Destination

YEAR

10

We believe that all students, irrespective of their previous attainment, deserve a broad and ambitious curriculum that is knowledge rich and 
promotes mastery of the reading, writing and verbal communication skills they will need to engage with the modern world.

7
YEAR

Cultural 
Conversations

(How writers create character
Archetypal heroes
What is a tragic hero? Myths and Legends
Significance of Word choice
Narrative structure – Freytag/ quest/epic
Hamartia)

Story Openings

8
YEAR

The Power of 
Language – NF and 

Animal Farm

Characters used 
symbolically
Communism and 
socialism
Stalin’s ‘purges’
Russian Revolution
Democracy
Themes: Power, 
control and equality 
Class
Moral allegory: text as 
social commentary

English Learning Journey

Happy, Healthy, Successful 

Man Vs
Nature Non-
Fiction texts

Language Paper 1 
Reading and 

Narrative/Descriptive 
Writing

Speaking and Listening

Lit Paper 2: Unseen  
Poetry and Lang 2 NF 

Writing

Lang 2: Non Fiction

Assessments

Year 7 Year 11

Word choice/importance of written 
accuracy
Show, don’t tell
Different kinds of story opening – e.g. ‘the 

hook’
Textual cohesion and structural devices
Impact of setting
Different types of narrative viewpoint

Writing for 
PAF
leaflets, 
newspaper 
articles, 
speeches.

Context of 16th/17th century
Theatre in Shakespeare’s time, 
Religion, Witchcraft, Superstition, 
The Gunpowder Plot, James I
Early modern English
Conventions Shakespeare 
comedies & tragedies
Shakespeare as performance / 
stagecraft
Themes: Power and control, 
gender

Man Vs Nature 
Poetry William 

Blake

The World of 
the 1800s Jekyll 

and Hyde

Tone 
Atmosphere
Characterisation
Structural techniques: 
Narrative arc withholding 
information
The 19th Century Context: 
Poverty/Industrial 
Revolution/social 
divide/Religion and 
Science – Darwin/Body 
Snatchers 
Tackling 19th Century 
Vocabulary  and prose 
style

Shakespearean Tragedy –
Hamlet

The Gothic Genre: 
Establishing 

setting/mood/
atmosphere 
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Year 8 Year 9 Year 10

Be able to 
compare whole 
non-fiction texts

Civil Rights Movement, segregation, 
exploitation.
Race and gender
Writing for PAF
Structural techniques in non-fiction 
texts
Rhetorical devices: Hypophora, 
rhetorical questions, anadiplosis 
pathos, logos and ethos
Colons and semi colons
Parenthesis: Hyphens, brackets and 
commas.

Problems with power: 
Lord of the Flies

Problems with power: 
Short Stories – the whole 

story

Writing for PAF
Constructing a whole narrative –
order of events, withholding info, 
foreshadowing etc.
Plan a story – Freytag’s Arc
Shaping meaning/ intended message
Develop a character
Narrative perspective/voice
Structural techniques: Flashback, 
zoom/sweep/zoom, extended 
metaphor, revelation, focus shifts
Tone/mood/ atmosphere 
The impact of narrative voice 

How poetic 
techniques shape 
the ‘big ideas’: 
Form(free 
verse/sonnet/open 
and closed 
form/Structure 
(enjambment, 
caesura and end-
stopping)/Language: 
tone and mood.
Explicit teaching of 
how to tackle 
unseen poetry.

Romeo and Juliet

Lit. Paper 2: An 
Inspector Calls

REVISION

Making inferences 
Language analysis at 
word/sentence level.
Structural analysis.
Evaluation

Writing for PAF
Develop descriptive writing 
with a focus on creating 
atmosphere by using language 
and structure.
· Enhance narrative writing 
through story structures, 
character development, 
effective openings.
Importance of narrative voice.

Characterisation:
Narrative Voice: the 
intrusive narrator
Archetype
Motifs
Impact of setting
Characters used 
symbolically
Themes: Social Class and 
Class prejudice, Religion
Text as social commentary.
19th Century Context: 
Education and poverty
Malthus, sabbatarianism
19th Century prose 
techniques

Characterisation, themes and 
settings.
Understand social, historical 
and cultural contexts
Shakespeare’s language, 
structure and form
Hubris, Hamartia
Catharsis and comic relief
Tragic hero/anti hero
Catalyst
Structural features
Equivocation
Dramatic irony
Comic relief, Soliloquy
Pathos
Motif

How to plan and structure NF writing.
Writing for PAF
Forms of writing: article, leaflet, speech, 
essay, letter;
More complex punctuation: commas, 
colons, semi-colons, hyphens and brackets 
for parenthesis.
Revise the sentence types and how to vary 
them for impact.
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Writing for PAF
Non-Fiction writing based 
on poem/theme fortnightly 
200 word challenges. 

Cyclical structure
Symbolism
Dramatic irony
Polysyndeton
Anagnorisis
Satire
Anadiplosis

Writing for PAF
Form features: Speech;
Rhetorical techniques: 
Hypophora, rhetorical 
questions, anadiplosis 
pathos, logos and ethos
Colons/semi colons
Parenthesis: Hyphens, 
brackets and commas.

The Gothic Genre
Show, don’t tell
Impact of setting
Narrative voice
Writing for PAF
Sentence structure 
for impact

Themes: 
Nature, power and 
control, religion
Context: 20th Century 
and 18th Century
Industrial and French 
Revolutions
Romantic poets

Writing for PAF: letter
Rhetorical devices: 
hypophora, tricolon, 
syndetic and asyndetic
listing, tricolon
Cohesive devices
How to vary sentence 
structure
Sentence types
Colons/semi-colons
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