Russia Exam Questions
Government
To what extent was Lenin’s main method of control of the party and state the use of democratic centralism
How far do you agree that Lenin remained successfully in control of the party between 1917-24?
Both Stalin and Lenin used the system and structure of government as the key from of their control. How far do you agree?
To what extent did Stalin utilize the methods of control deployed by Lenin?
How far do you agree that Stalin’s greatest form of control came through his use of show trials?
Stalin was in total control of the party between 1928-53. How far do you agree?
How far do you agree that Khrushchev was most successful in his de-Stalinization of Stalin’s cult?
Khrushchev utilised fundamentally different forms of control to Stalin. How far do you agree?
To what extent were Khrushchev failed economic reforms the key reason for his downfall?
Khrushchev and Brezhnev were fundamentally similar in their governance of the party and state. How far do you agree?
Brezhnev’s use of collective leadership was the greatest change from the Khrushchev era. How far do you agree?
How far the rising corruption the key cause of stagnation during Brezhnev’s time in government?
Economy
To what extent did War Communism and NEP result in fundamental success for the economy between 1918-28?
How far did War Communism and the NEP transform the Soviet economy
The 5-Year Plans were an overwhelming success between 1928-53
How far did Stalin’s revolution from above succeed in its aims for the Soviet Economy?
Khrushchev successfully revived the economy. How far do you agree?
The greatest success of Khrushchev’s economy was his transformation of Russian agriculture. How far do you agree?
To what extent was productivity the key cause of economic decline and stagnation under Brezhnev?
Control
How far did the Communist control over the media succeed in preventing dissidence between 1917-85? 
To what extent did Lenin control the country through the use of the Red Terror?
How far do you agree that Stalin and Lenin used the same forms of control over the people between 1917-53
How far was Art the key form of control over the people between 1928-64?
Religion was successfully oppressed in the Soviet Union. How far do you agree?
To what extent did the use of the Secret Police change between 1917-85
Social Development
Women made significant progress in the Soviet Union between 1917-85. How far do you agree
How far do you agree that Education fulfilled Communist party aims between 1917-85
Workers rights overwhelming improved between 1917-85. How far do you agree?
To what extent was development in housing the key social development between 1917-85
EXTRA TEXTBOOK QUESTIONS
Was terror the main method by which the Bolshevik leadership exercised control over the Party between 1917-1924? Explain your answer. (20 marks)
How far did Stalin’s use of terror during the 1930s differ from that of Lenin? (20 marks)
To what extent did Stalin’s power over the party change between 1928 and 1953? (20 marks)
How far was Khrushchev able to bring about fundamental change to the system of government established by Stalin? (20 marks)
How far would you agree that the Five Year Plans had transformed the Soviet economy by 1953? (20 marks)
How successful were economic policies in promoting economic development in the USSR in the years 1917-41? (20 marks)
Was the failure of Khrushchev’s agricultural policies the main reason for economic problems in the USSR in 1964-82? (20 marks)
How far was Soviet economic decline in the period 1964-85 a result of the failure of leadership? (20 marks)
How far was Beria responsible for enlarging the role of the secret police in the years 1938-53? (20 marks)
How far did the role of the secret police change in the Soviet Union through the period 1953-85? (20 marks)
How far would you agree that the Soviet government’s use of the arts and culture was successful in the period 1917-1985? (20 marks)
How far was government control over the Soviet people in the years 1917 to 1985 the result of the use of terror? (20 marks)
Was the provision of full employment the main reason for social stability in the USSR during the years 1953-85? (20 marks)
To what extent did the lives of women in the USSR improve between 1917 and 1985? (20 marks)
How accurate is it to say that government education policy succeeded in improving the lives of people in the USSR in the years 1917-85 (20 marks)
To what extent was social policy successful at providing social stability in the Soviet Union between 1953 and 1985? (20 marks)

















	TOPIC
	Strong
	Needs Work

	Government Reforms
	
	

	Lenin’s Structure of the Gov
	
	

	Lenin’s Cult of Personality
	
	

	Lenin’s Non-Violent Control
	
	

	Lenin’s Use of Terror
	
	

	Stalin’s changes to government structure
	
	

	Stalin’s changes to Terror
	
	

	Stalin’s Non-Violent control
	
	

	Comparison Lenin and Stalin
	
	

	Khrushchev changes and reforms to government
	
	

	Khrushchev’s de-Stalinization
	
	

	Khrushchev’s weaknesses and opposition
	
	

	Khrushchev’s reasons for fall
	
	

	Brezhnev’s reforms to government
	
	

	Reasons for Political Stagnation
	
	

	Economic Reforms
	
	

	State Capitalism
	
	

	War Communism successes and failures
	
	

	NEP successes and failures
	
	

	Reasons for the Revolution from Above
	
	

	Five Year Plans success/failures
	
	

	Collectivisation success/failures
	
	

	Post War Recovery – 4th 5 Year Plan
	
	

	Khrushchev decentralisation reforms
	
	

	Virgin Land Schemes Success/Failures
	
	

	Khrushchev industrial reforms
	
	

	Brezhnev – Stagnation or Stability
	
	

	Reasons for economic decline Brezhnev
	
	

	Control of the People
	
	

	Religious Control – Lenin to Brezhnev
	
	

	Media Control – Lenin to Brezhnev
	
	

	Cult of Personality changes and power
	
	

	Art under Lenin and Stalin
	
	

	Level of Dissidence under Khrushchev and Brezhnev
	
	

	Terror under Lenin
	
	

	Terror under Stalin
	
	

	Changes to Terror Khrushchev/Brezhnev
	
	

	Social Development
	
	

	Housing under Lenin and Stalin
	
	

	Changes to housing by Khrushchev and Brezhnev
	
	

	Social Security under Lenin and Stalin
	
	

	Social Security (Control) Khrushchev and Brezhnev
	
	

	Education under all leaders
	
	

	Role of Women all leaders
	
	

	Women in the workplace
	
	

	Women and family life
	
	



