	Sociology AL Topic
	Any Questions?
	DONE?

	Section A: culture, socialisation and identity. (20 marks)
	
	

	Key Terms: socialisation (primary and secondary), norms, values, beliefs, roles, status, culture, nature, nurture, cultural diversity, subculture, role models, social control, sanctions, identity.
Revise their meaning, ensure you can develop the explanation by linking to other key terms or a study or a theory. Ensure you can give examples.
	
	

	Practice exam questions using item a) 5 marks (3 K&U 2 In&Ap)
	
	

	Agents of socialisation: Family (primary socialisation) and all five secondary agents (work, religion, peers, media and education)
Must understand the PROCESS words to include: Sanctions, Social Control, Role Models, and the processes specific to each agent: canalisation, manipulation, peer pressure, hidden curriculum etc. 
Try and have at least one study per agent to illustrate the process.  
Can you link the agent to how it shapes
-identity? (class, gender, ethnicity or nationality)
-behaviour? (subcultures/deviance/gender?)
-Culture? 
-Values, norms, roles….
	
	

	Practice exam questions using item b) 15 marks (9 K&U 6 In&Ap)
	
	

	Section B: Families and Households. (50 marks)
	
	

	Defining the family: nuclear family, traditional nuclear family, family ideology.
	
	

	Why did industrialisation lead to the nuclear family norm
	
	

	Functionalist and Marxist views on the role of the family with studies and evaluations. (potential essay topic)
	
	

	Feminist views on the nuclear family with the different feminisms, studies and evaluations. (potential essay topic)
	
	

	New Right and late/postmodern views on nuclear family and new family forms/diversity, including evaluation. (potential essay topic)
	
	

	Changes in the Family 
Increase in Single Parent families, reconstituted, cohabiting, smaller family size (fewer children) child centred family, symmetrical family, changes in marriage and divorce, single living, co-parenting, Living apart together, beanpole family/extended kin. (often 15 mark Q)
	
	

	Key reasons for changes in the family: Secularisation, individualism, confluent love, feminism and the changing role of women, changes in the economy, changing laws/policies. (15 m)
	
	

	Demographic changes and the family
Declining fertility rates, increasing life expectancy/ageing population, multicultural society, divorce and marriage trends. How has this affected family: Beanpole, smaller family, symmetry, child-centred, cultural diversity. (part of an essay on diversity or 15 mark Q)
	
	

	Family Diversity: theory’s views on this and the extent of diversity
Postmodern view studies such as: Rapoports on types of diversity; Organisational, cultural (ethnicity/religious) social class. 
Postmodernists: Stacey (case study in California) Sexual diversity: Weeks 
Late modern views: Giddens Beck. 
New Right Views: Diversity as a problem
Functionalism, Marxism, lib, rad and Marxist feminisms. (essay topic)
	
	

	Roles and relationships inside families: (essay topic)
Conjugal roles: segregated and integrated. Debate: patriarchy/equality. Key studies: housework, emotion work, finances and decision making, also violence. Different feminist views and late/postmodern, New Right and Functionalist (instrumental and expressive) Marxist (Zarestky)
Parents and children: Why did we become child-centred? Are we child-centred? Theories on parents and children. New Right (declining) Late/postmodern(improving) Feminism: radical violence..Key studies.
	
	

	Practice exam questions: Section B,  2 a) 15 marks (9 K&U 6 I&AP), then choose essay b) or c) 35 marks (12 K&U 11 I&AP 12 EV).
	
	

	Section C: Education
	
	

	The Role of Education in Society: Functionalist and Marxist Views studies and evaluations. (essay topic)
	
	

	New Right: marketization and competition. Support for cultural explanations of underachievement, lower class/ethnic minorities are less able/do not value education. Education is meritocratic.
	
	

	Neo-Marxist studies on education Bourdieu, cultural capital, Willis, W-C reject ideology, anti-school subcultures. Class and education.
	
	

	Feminism and the education system. Gender and subject choice, teacher treatment, education as agent of socialisation reinforcing hegemonic gender identity, hidden curriculum. (essay topic)
	
	

	Interactionism and Education: labelling, the ideal pupil, teacher’s stereotyped assumption and the self-fulfilling prophecy. Pupil responses to school such as subcultures. Setting and streaming. (essay topic)
	
	

	Postmodern: views on knowledge and diversity in education.
	
	

	Social Class and educational attainment: key statistics, external and internal explanations studies and evaluations. (essay topic)
	
	

	Ethnicity and educational attainment: key statistics, external and internal explanations studies and evaluations. (essay topic)
	
	

	Gender and educational attainment: key statistics, external and internal explanations with EVs. (problems persist for girls) (essay topic)
	
	

	Social Policy and education: tripartite (selection) comprehensives (equal opportunities) Marketisation with evaluation. Policy to support disadvantaged groups. Recent policy:diversity, academies, free schools, pupil premium. Private education and new grammar schools. 
	
	

	Practice exam questions:  Section C,  4 a) 15 marks (9 + 6) 
choice of essay  b) or c) 35 marks (12 + 11 +12)
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	Component two
	Red, Yellow or green?

	Practical issues……time, money, researcher skill and characteristics
	

	Practical issues….. accessing the target population
	

	Practical issues….. operationalisation of concepts
	

	Ethical issues…. Informed consent, deception, right to withdraw
	

	Ethical issues…. Vulnerable groups, sensitivity, protection from harm
	

	Ethical issues…. Confidentiality, anonymity, privacy
	

	Positivist approach to research
	

	Interpretivist approach to research
	

	Realist approach to research
	

	Quantitative data… strengths and weaknesses
	

	Qualitative data.. strengths and weaknesses
	

	Validity and factors which raise and lower
	

	Reliability and factors which raise and lower
	

	Sampling techniques.. random, systematic, stratified and quota
	

	Sampling techniques… snowball, volunteer, opportunity and purposive
	

	Representativeness 
	

	Generalisability
	

	Questionnaires what are they and how best to design them
	

	Questionnaires strengths and weaknesses 
	

	Pilot study
	

	Researcher imposition
	

	Structured interviews strengths and weaknesses
	

	Semi-structured interviews strengths and weaknesses
	

	Unstructured interviews strengths and weaknesses
	

	Focus groups strengths and weaknesses
	

	Rapport
	

	Verstehen
	

	Interviewer bias/effect
	

	Social desirability bias
	

	Observations participant and non-participant: strengths and weaknesses
	

	Hawthorne Effect
	

	Overt/Covert
	

	Ethnography
	

	Longitudinal
	

	Mixed methods strengths and weaknesses
	

	Triangulation
	

	Methodological pluralism
	

	Example studies (Parker et al. Hatter et al. Venkatesh, Willis, CSEW, ICS, Dobash and Dobash, Riots study, Zoe James travelers, Pat Carlen, Carloyn Jackson, Mac an Ghaill, Becky Francis….)
	

	
	

	Secondary Data: Official Statistics  +/-
	

	Secondary Data: Other statistical data +/-
	

	Secondary Data: Documents/qualitative secondary sources  +/-
	

	Content analysis   +/-
	

	
	

	The process of conducting research.. (link to design a study)
	

	Answering Question 2: theoretical approach paragraph (T)
	

	Answering Question 2: operationalization paragraph (O)
	

	Answering Question 2: sample paragraph (S)
	

	Answering Question 2: method paragraph (M)
	

	Answering Question 2: analysis of data (A)
	

	Answering Question 2: Conclusion (C)
	

	
	

	
	

	
	




	Evidence of Social inequality in 2 areas with data, study names, concepts and reports/think tank evidence.
	

	Social class inequality: (inequality suffered by those at the lowest end of the social class scale and you can include advantages held by those at the higher end of the scale)
1. Education 2. Crime, policing and victimisation
	

	Ethnicity and inequality: (include inequality experienced by different ethnic minority groups)
1. Education 2. Crime, policing and victimisation 
	

	Gender and inequality: (can include evidence of inequality for men and women)
1. Education 2. Crime, policing and victimisation
	

	Age and inequality: (include evidence for young and older people. The evidence can overlap with aspects such as ethnicity and gender)
1. Work, unemployment and poverty 2. Crime, policing and victimistaion
	

	Evidence of social inequality in 2 areas…. (You choose the areas and discuss any/all types of social inequality for example class, ethnic, gender and/or age!)
	

	Theoretical explanations of Social Class inequality:
	

	Functionalism: meritocracy, Davis and Moore, Parsons, Durkheim
	

	New Right: meritocracy and equal opportunity. Murray, Saunders
	

	Marxism: Capitalist society, all social inequality is based on class inequality, 
	

	Neo-Marxism: Bourdieu: middle class, Hall: other elements of inequality such as racism benefit capitalism, the power of ideology to maintain false class consciousness..
	

	Weberian: Weber, structure and action, capitalism creates class inequality, layers in labour market, status and party. Scott: social closure by upper class, Barron and Norris: dual labour market
	

	Postmodernism: Class is dead, globalisation and changes in economy mean traditional class identities are no longer relevant.. Pakulski and Waters..
	

	Theoretical explanations of gender inequality:
	

	Functionalism: naturalness of gender differences, human capital,
	

	Weberian: Barron and Norris women suffer status inequality, employer stereotyped assumptions
	

	Feminist theory on causes of patriarchy: liberal feminists (culture & socialisation) Radical feminists (men, control of women in personal relationships, women’s biological role as mothers) Marxist feminists (capitalism)
	

	More recent feminist theory: Black feminism, Walby: intersection and triple system, Postmoder feminism (Smart/Brookes)
	

	Post Feminism: Hakim and Preference theory 
	

	Theory on Male disadvantage: interactionism/labelling in education/policing Marxism class inequality (W-C men) Crisis of masculinity.
	

	Theoretical explanations of ethnic inequality:
	

	Functionalism: Patterson Host – Immigrant model, New Right/Cultural explanations: Murray.. 
	

	Marxism: Castles and Kosack, Cox, Neo-Marxism: Hall, Postmodern,
	

	Weberian: Barron and Norris, Rex and Tomlinson, Parkin
	

	Postmodern: Hall: fragmented identities, ethnicity and hybrids…. 
	

	Theoretical explanations of age inequality:
	

	Functionalism: transitions, disengagement, human capital
	

	Marxism & Neo-Marxism: reserve army of labour, exploitation, divide and rule
	

	Weberian: Barron & Norris, Parkin, Feminism: Boycott, Postmodernism: age can be defied.
	



	Crime
	R, Y or G
	New score

	Normative and relativistic definitions
	
	

	Functionalism: social order, regulation and integration. anomie
	
	

	Functions of crime and deviance
	
	

	Merton’s strain theory
	
	

	Subcultural theories: A. Cohen, Cloward & Ohlin, Miller...
	
	

	Control Theory: Hirschi, Farrington & West
	
	

	Right Realism: Murray, Dennis, Wilson & Clarke
	
	

	Marxism: capitalism & crime, selective law enforcement
	
	

	Corporate crime & Occupational crime
	
	

	Neo-Marxism: New Criminology crime as a kick back, Hall
	
	

	Marxist subcultural approaches: P.Cohen & Hebdige
	
	

	Left Realism: Lea & Young, 3 causes of crime & solutions
	
	

	Interactionism, labelling theory, Becker: moral panics SFP
	
	

	Lemert primary and secondary deviance
	
	

	Cicourel: phenomenology, negotiation of justice
	
	

	Gender & Crime: Heindensohn: women and opportunity
	
	

	Pollack: chivalry thesis & Smart’s evaluation patriarchal CJS
	
	

	Carlen: gender deal & class deal
	
	

	Smart: postmodern feminism
	
	

	Masculinity & crime: Winlow, Messersch Connell, Mac an G, Katz & Lyng, Miller
	
	

	Ethnicity & crime: OCS, self report & victim surveys
	
	

	Ethnic minority criminality is a myth: Gilroy, Hall, Cicourel
	
	

	Ethnic criminality has some truth: Lea & young, Dennis, Sewell.
	
	

	Racist Police: Scarmen, MacPearson, Holdaway, Reiner
	
	

	Social Class and crime: Merton, Marxism, Subcultural....
	
	

	Age & crime: youth are more criminal: Subc. Merton
	
	

	Youth appear to be more criminal: Cicourel, Cohen moral panic
	
	

	Social construction of crime: police, media moral panics
	
	

	Crime prevention: Situational crime prevention
	
	

	Crime prevention: environmental crime prevention
	
	

	Crime prevention: social & community crime prevention
	
	

	Policing: right realism & zero tolerance, left realism...
	
	

	Punishment: Prison? Right & left realism functionalism
	
	

	Victimisation: gender, ethnicity, class and age
	
	

	Measuring crime: OCS valid? Socially constructed? Dark figure
	
	

	Measuring crime: Victim surveys BCS Islington 
	
	

	Measuring crime: Self-report studies
	
	



